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TO: HENRY A. KISSINGER 

FROM: AMBASSADOR BUNKER 

s' 

SUBJECT: Meeting with President Thieu, April 10, 1972 

REF: (A) WHS 2040 (B) WHS 2041 

1. I informed Thieu this morning of additional assets which will 

be supplied (Ref A) and he expressed his great appreciation. I assured 
him of the President's strong support and said that the President wanted 
him to know that we would not let him down. Thieu said that he was most 
grateful for these assurances and asked me to inform the President. 

2. Assessment of the situation (Ref B). General Abrams and I 
will send in a joint assessment of the present situation along the lines 
of our assessments sent during Lam Son last year. In order to make 
this as thorough as possible. General Abrams proposes to visit MR-1 
and MR-2 tomorrow and General Weyand will visit MR-4. We will 
attempt to cover all of the points made in Ref B. With the President's 
approval, we would like to have one day to assemble all pertinent material 
and would plan to have the report in your hands Wednesday morning, 

April 12, Washington time. 

3. Views of President Thieu. In the meantime, I thought you would 
be interested in some of the views President Thieu expressed on a number 
of subjects when I saw him this morning. 
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A. Military Situation: 

t'* 

s 

(1) MR-L Thieu believes that the military situation is now 
stablized. Forces in MR-1 are now well organized. The Marine Division 
and the ranger battalions, constituting a Division, have been performing 
well. The Third Division is being rapidly reconstituted and brought up to 
strength. Preparations are being made to organize a counter-attack. 
Vietnamese tanks, air force and anti-tank weapons have been most 
effective against enemy tanks. Forty-seven tanks were destroyed over 
the weekend and the total is nearly 100. 

(2) MR-2, The situation is quietier than is MR-1. POW 
interrogation indicates that the NVA 320 Division has been ordered to 
withdraw to Cambodia and to reorganize. (We have no confirmation of 
this. ) They have apparently taken heavy losses. 


MR-3 . The 21st Division is moving from the Delta to 
reinforce General Minh’s forces in MR-3. Thieu believes that these 
reinforcements together with the airborne brigade will give Minh adequate 
forces to clear Binh Dong Province within the space of three or four 
days. (I think this may be overly optimistic. ) 

(4) MR-4 . Small unit actions have been taking place in MR-4 
and these have been handled largely by the territorial forces* (There has 
been a great deal of enemy activity in MR- 4 and I will be able to comment 
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better on this situation after General Weyand's trip. 

4. Thieu believes that the enemy is unable to sustain the offensive 
for much more than a month. He said that recent interrogations of POW's 
indicate that the operation was to be limited in duration to that period. 

(Some interrogations indicate a longer period, up to three months. ) The 

♦ 

enemy has lost nearly 100 tanks in MR-1 alone and has taken heavy casual- 
ties. Thieu believes that after this period the three enemy divisions 
operating in or near the border areas of MR-3, i. e. , the 5th, 7th, and 
9th will probably withdraw again into Cambodia. The 320 NVA Division 
indicates it is already withdrawing to the border area or Cambodia in 
the B-3 front. (As noted, we have no confirmation that this has yet 
occurred. ) The 308 Division, he thinks, will probably return to North 
Vietnam, while the 304 and 324B will return to the mountain area of MR-1. 
The enemy will then take some time to reorganize, re-equip, and recruit 
and may then try some offensive operations by mid-July or August, but 
Thieu believes with less momentum than displayed in the present effort. 
Thieu envisages a period of say six weeks for RVNAF to reconstitute its 
forces to bring them up to strength at which time they should be ready 

to go over to the offensive. 

B. Withdrawal of U.S. Forces; 

5. Thieu said he assumed that the President would want to make 
some announcement before 1 May. He said that he would not ask for 
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either a return of any allied forces or slow-down in the withdrawal 
rate. He assumed that for political reasons the President would want 
,to continue redeployment and the question of ground troops was not a 
matter of concern. The GVN will supply the needed manpower. 

6. What is important is air support. The needs are for helicopters, 
army aviation, including observation planes, and fixed wing and helicopter 
gunships as well as air support. This kind of assistance, however, need 
not affect the phase-out of ground troops* 

C. Manpower : 

7. Thieu has held two meetings with the National Security Council, 
the most recent on April 8, to plan for quick action in bringing GVN 
forces up to full strength of 1.1 million. He has told the General Staff 

and the province chiefs that they will have to do much better in recruitment 
and training. The training period can be reduced from 12 weeks to ten 
by employing a longer training day. Men of draft age now serving in the 
PSDF must be weeded out and transferred to the armed forces. In the 
meantime, the pacification program must be maintained. 

8. Comment : As on previous occasions, Thieu's manner was 
calm, confident and determined. He seems to feel that he has the 
situation well in hand, that GVN forces are properly organized and 
disposed to meet enemy attacks and he anticipates mounting counter-attacks 
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against the enemy in MR-1 within a short period fo time. General 

.». C 
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Abrams and I will try to give you an apprasial in depth as we see it, 
but I thought that in the meantime you and the President would be in- 

f 

terested in knowing something of Thieu's present mood. 

9. Warm regards. 
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